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ROGRAM TO REMOVE RUSSIAN OFFICERS FROM BALTICS THREATENED 


. US funded program designed. te remove Russian officers from the Baltic states is in danger of 
eing slashed by Congress ‘unless. strong, Baltic grass-roots suppart is shown 


he $160 million dollar program to provide housing for Russian officers returning from the Baltic 
tates was established by President Clinton and Russian’ President Boris Yeltsin in 1993 to 
cilitate Russia's withdrawal. This program, supported by Estonia and Latvia, removed one of the 
yain obstacles Russia insisted was preventing theif with debe from the Baltics - a lack of 
dequate 

ousing in Russia 


lesigned to provide 5,000 apartments in Russia for returning officers, the program continues to 
ace strong opposition from Congressman Sonny Callahan (R AL-1) and American veterans’ 
roups. Funding for this program was severely cut in the House Foreign, Operations Act, but the 
senate has not restricted this program’ Within the next:two weeks thesé opposing bills will be 
egotiated and the fate. of the housing program will be decided. — 


' Congressman Callahan defeats this program. it will severely compromise the successfully 
egotiated Russian withdrawal agreements with Estonia and Latvia and seriously damage the 
redibility of the United States The results would be 


) Russian officers illegally iing: in vestonia and Latvia-will remain in Estonia and Latvia 


PE ran to the Latvian Snammeni over 3.000 Russian officers remain in Latvia. in 
Estonia this figure is approximately 1.000 Their continued presence is a threat to the 
security of these young nations as they may form’a disgruntled ‘fifth column.” In addition, 
attempts by these nations to remove them (as their presence is illegal) may result in 
Russia interceding on their behalf Lets get them out! 


') If the US breaks its pledge, ṣo. can Russia 


-ÀS the housing program was tacit in the aç greement to withdraw, the US by breaking its 
pledge, will give Russia the green light to break its promises. Russia may then ignore its 
previous commitments to dismantle the Skrunda radar base in Latvia and the Paildisxi 
nuclear reactor in Estonia 


‘he Joint Baltic American National Committee calls upon its Baltic activists, especially Baltic- 
Americans who have served in the WS Armed Forces, to call or fax the Senate and House 
nembers listed below in support of Russian officer resettlement program 
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